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The New Century Hymnal, Pros and Cons

Addendum, D. W. Ross, 12/17/94

Further Examples

“When morning Gilds the Skies”, German anon. 1828, transl. E. Caswell, 1854,

alt., P35, N21

1.

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”, attr. to D. Thrupp, 1779-1847, P327, N24

1

When morning gilds the skies,
My heart awaking cries,

May Jesus Christ be praised!
Alike at work and prayer,

To Jesus I repair;

May Jesus Christ be praised!

. The night becomes as day,

When from the heart we say,
May Jesus Christ be praised!
The powers of darkness fear,
When this sweet chant they hear,
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Savior like a shepherd lead us
Much we need thy tender care;
In thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use thy folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

Thou hast bought us, thine we are.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

Thou hast bought us, thine we are.

. Early let us seek thy favor;

Early let us do thy will;

Blessed Lord and only Savior,
With thy love our bosoms fill
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus
Thou hast loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus
Thou hast loved us, love us still.

When morning gilds the skies,
my heart awaking cries,

may Jesus Christ be praised!
Alike at work and prayer,

one purpose I declare:

may Jesus Christ be praised!

New strength comes night or day,
when from the heart we say,

may Jesus Christ be praised!

Let sin and evil fear,

when this sweet chant they hear,
may Jesus Christ be praised!

Savior like a shepherd lead us
much we need your tender care;

in your pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use your folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

you have bought us, yours we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

you have bought us, yours we are.

Let us_always seek your favor;
Let us_always do vour will;
Jesus Christ our only Savior,
With your love our spirits fill
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus
You have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus
You have loved us, love us still.

OK, remove the archaisms, but what’s wrong with “bosoms”? (DWR)
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o “Now in the Days of Youth”, W. J. Mathans, 1913, P490, N34

1. Now in the days of youth, Now in the days of youth,
When life flows fresh and free, when life is filled with choice,
Thou Lord of all our hearts and lives hen h n h every hour
We give ourselves to thee; when all thoughts find a voice,
Our fervent gift receive, We turn O God to vou,

And fit us to fulfill, For guidance and for grace,
Through all our days, in all our ways, In all our days, in all our ways,
Our heavenly fathers will. help us to seek your face.

2. Teach us wher-"ere we live, Teach us to use our lives
To act as in thy sight wi se and with power
And do what thou wouldst have us do for visions of a better world
With radiant delight, and for decisions hour;

Not choosing what is great, To choose the way of life
Nor spurning what is small, reject the way of death
But take as from thy hands our tasks until the radiant force of God
And glorify them all. fills mind and strength and breath.
3. Teach us to love the true, Teach us to love in truth,
The beautiful and pure, to give and to receive,
And let us not for one short hour with joyful and with open hearts
An evil thought endure; with all that we believe;
But give us grace to stand To seek another’s good
Decided brave and strong to honor what is right
The lovers of all holy things, to let our will and our desire
The foes of all things wrong. be held in holy light.
4. Spirit of Christ, do thou Teacher, creator, God.
Our first bright days inspire, enfold us in your arms.
That we may live the life of love be with us as we try our wings,
And loftiest desire; and keep us safe from harm;
And be by thee prepared, All good and perfect gifts
For larger years to come, come to us from your hand.
And for the life ineffable, O help us use them carefully
Within the Father’s home. and live by loves command.
There is not much left of this one! The attribution of this new poem might even be questionable.
(DWR)
Vi)
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“We Would Be Building,” P. E. Dietz, 1935, P494, N50

1.

We would be building, Master let thy plan

Reveal the life that God would give to man.

Ribbed with the steel
that time and change doth mock

The unfailing purpose of our noblest creed.

Teach us to build; O Master lend us sight
To see the towers gleaming in the light.

Remarks:

We would be building, Architect Divine,
reveal the shape of life in your design.

ribbed with fine steel

both time and change to mock
the unfailing purpose of our noblest creed.
Teach us to build; O Maker lend us sight
to see the towers gleaming in the light.

This completes the survey of the sampler hymns that we have either, in our current hymnal or in
our “Pink pamphlet.” Not a single one remains unscathed!

I hate to think what they have done to other favorites like “Joyful, Joyful, we adore thee,” Holy,
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,” “We gather together,” “All Creatures of our God and King,”

“What Child is This?” “The first Noel,” “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult,” and “We are climbing
Jacob’s Ladder, Soldiers of the Cross,” to pick a few at random.

All in all, I consider this work to be an assault on my cultural heritage, and I will have a very hard
time accepting it. DWR.



