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According to Luke the angels sang about
WPeace on Zarth.," It may seem cynical,but it
is truthful to say that the earth had not been
particularly peaceful before Christ’s birth
and has not been since that time. Even though
we may be spending our way to a national high
on Christmas gifts in memory of one who gave
His life in service, we are not blessed with
peace internationally nor within our own na-
tione.

Here at home we are only too well aware of
the disturbance of major crime and riots. 'le
all agree that our nation would be much better
without them. 'Je are not very peaceful about
our opinions as to how it should be done. 'le
can agree that better methods of controlling
the crime syndicades should be developed; and
most of us would feel that we need improvement
in containing riots. ‘here we will differ is
our concern for the people who are unhappy
enough to create a riot.s Few of us have or
will experience the desperation of people in
the urban ghetto. Some people are concerned:

- enough to urge support of programs to try to
help the people in the ghetto. '/hat is good
about federal programs and what is bad? Is
our state doing enough? Is our local city ..
doing enough? Is our church doing enough? e
have programs funded nationally in Chicago,
Beaumont, Biloxi and other areas, and we pro-
vide some support through our local church.
‘that are we doing here in Austin? Some mem-
bers are tutoring, and an organization is
helping one family. what can we do as indivi-
duals and as a group to help the neighbor
across the freeway from most of us?

The majority of us feel a great ambivalence
about Viet Nam while scme of us want to quit
and others want to win a military victory.

The real war for the allegiance of the people
of Viet Nam to a dream of a nation responsive
to the problems of its people does not seem
to be going as well as the military battle.

/e may feel that there are good reasons for
being in Viet Nam and still disagree rather
strongly about some of the priorities over
there., Cur denomination in cooperatiocn with
others is trying to help in refugee camps in-
volving about ten million people and scattered
up and down the country. We have done a bit
as a local church through OCWi and Share Our
Substance but not as much as we could have
done. e could also urge a priority to deve=-
lop a country rather than destroy it with na-
palm or bombs.

We didn't really forget, but we didn’t
quite quote all of that passage from Iuke for
it says, “and on earth peace among men with
whom he is pleased.” Another scripture points
out that a tree is known by its fruit. We
need to be concerned that the life of our own
church and our owm life is one that is pleas-
ing to the God best symbolized in a sacrific-
jal life. Then a real Christmas can be cele-
brated within our hearts and in our community.
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In Christianity and Crisis of 10/16 we found
some words on the Black Power advocates in
Roger Shinn's article "Is Racial Hostility
Ever a Gain?"

The angry black militants, although they
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Dr. Victory Appel has been busy organizing
for the Family Night supper, and he has come
up with the following:
A, For the meal, we are asked to bring as
follows~- A=-H Salad and or vegetable.
H-R: liain dish or casserole.
S=7 Dessert. FEach family unit should bring
enough to fee six.

The Pilgrim Guild will furnish coffee, rolls
and butter. Mrs. Clark Hubbs is in charge of
the meal part.

Ches and Sally Towery will be in charge of
the decoration of the Fellowship Room. Javan
Reid will be in charge of the decoration of
the Fellowship Room with the aid of the stu-
dents. Iirs. Richard Swallow will be in charge
of the decoration of the tree there. lirs. J.
B. iforrison will be in charge of the decora-
tion of the small tree in the kindergarten room.
Mrs. ii. B, Partridge and Mrs, Mary Cassel will
decorate the tables, lir. “Pat® Patridge will
be in charge of entertainment.

Please bring extra Christmas decorations
and plants and be sure to put your name on
them so that they can be returened.

Don't forget your white gift etec-
i,
CHRISTVMAS BUREAU. The Community Christmas
Pureau is located at 4019 ilarathon St. one
block west of Lamar at the corner of W. 41
and ilarathon. The phone number is GL-4-6621.
The bureau will be open from 8=5 lion.=Fri.
until Dec. 22. If you wish to help one par-
ticular family, they will give you a name.
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VOICSS FROI HOME: Families, make a free record
ing for your servicemen or woman stationed
overseas or hospitalized stateside who will
not be home for Christmas. Call Red Cross
now at GR 8-1601 for an appointment between
Dec. 3 and DQCQ 10,
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THZ CHINA WATCHERS SERIES IV will be Sun. Dece
10 at 2 P.M. at The liethodist Student Center.
FOREIGN POLICY OF PEOPLEYS REPUBLIC OF CHINA.
*2 films with Dr. David E£dwards as discussion
leader.
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BLACK POWER (cont.) make a poignant cry of
protest, do not offer a solution. To yell
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%Burn, baby, burn“ is not to promise justice.

And to talk of establishing a rural, black
‘economy (subsidized by black militants and
white segregationists) is no realistic con
tribution to present despair or future re-
construction.

However, such phenomena are understandable
as a reaction to the frustrations of life in
a nation brutally stacked against one large
group of its peoples. s

In this present stage we begin to perceive
the inadequacy of all gimmicks and programs
for meeting our cultural sickness. Yet we
know that accusation and laceration are no
substitute for action. So we will work at
every social program that promises anything,
knowing the nec9551ty and inadequacy of all
such programs. :
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Cn Nov. 19th we voted support to the work

toward open housing by the Human Opportunit-
jeos Corpss the City Council, and the Austin
Council of Churches urging specific steps be

taken toward achieving that goal.




TRUSTE5S (Conte) the outside trim on the par-
sonage. It will need a second coat, but it has
already improved the appearance greatly.
Undoubtedly the Trustees will discuss the !
relationship of the proposed budget to the an=- |
ticipated income at the next meeting scheduled !
for Dec., 12th at 8 P.li. at the home of lrs.
iiarie Clark, 2800 Robbs Run.
INIDIDIINIMIIIINIINNIIINNINND)
Ghurch €@ouncil-It has been a2 long time since
we have attempted to have a Church Council
meetings It would seem like a good idea (sug=-
gested at one of the small group meetings) to !
have a meeting of the Council prior to the An-
nual Meeting. All church officers, presidents |
or representatives of various organizations
of the church, chairmen of the committees, and |
the four representatives at large should be
present. The date will be Weds Jan+ 10 2t 8
P.ls in the Fellowship Room of the church.,

Je would like to see all members of comm=
ittees present to plan some of their work for
the coming year. It would glve us all a chancﬂ
to compare notes.
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CHURCH SCHOOL-It is time to give a word of |
appreciation to our teachers. lfrs. J. B. lior= |
rison, lirs. Jay Stanford, the pastor, lir. and
James Strickland have given us high qual-i
i
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hedsed
ity of teaching in their classes.
Dr. ielvin Oakes has been leading the adult
discussion group which meets on the second
floor of the Y « The last time we heard they
were discussing Fletcher®s SITUATION ETHICS. |
It is a good groupy and if you like to dis=-
cuss things, you could help with your presence..
B T o e e
COLONYS? Dre. Victor Appel wonders if we should}
‘not consider having at least three of our i
‘neighborhood groups meet once a month to in=
crease fellowship and discuss various things. !
Suggested items could be the Bible Study out- |
line contained in the pamphlet “All Things :
flew* in preparation for the Fourth Assembly ‘
at Uppsala in 1968, The Local Church in God's |
liission, '‘/ho Speaks for the Church’ by Roger I
Shinn and John Bennett in response to Paul :
Ramsey as contained in the Oct 30 issue of
Christianity and Crisis, or other subjects
that the group might select. '/hat do you
think?
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| OUR CHRISTIAN 'JORLD HISDION-Whlle our church |
has been doing fairly well this year in give |
(ing to Our Christian florld ilission, we have ]

done a bit better in the past. Our national .
boards are facing a real problem thoughas re- |

flected in a letter from President Ben Herb-
ster, !

!
l
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. *1967 has been a year of continuing growth
lin the financila support of Our Christian
Jorld Mission. The most recent reports in-
dicate that members of the United Church of
Christ have given $822,613 more in 1967 than
at the corresponding dates in 1966, (Confer- |
ences have received $951,517 more and national !
instrumentalities have received $128,904 less.)
Since 1967 has 53 Sundays, it has been sug- |
gested that all local churches give their [
loose plate offerings for that Sunday to Our ‘
| Christian "Jorld liission.
‘Je should say to you that South Central |
' Conference is not one of the Conferences tak- |
‘ing more this year from OCWM than they did in |
w1966 In fact we are probably giving more i
this year than we did last in the Conference. j
Our instrumentalities are in trouble though i
“and do need help. i
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: the morning.

! Columbus on Nov. 11th at the Riesers.
. obtained a 61 Falcon for $50 and visited friends
| and relatives on a three day trip back to

i Texas.
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Our sympathy is with irs. J. B. liorrison
on the loss of her brother, Dr. James Hubbard,
in mid-November after a long illness.

Congratulations and best wishes to i!ir. and
firs. Charles Trenckmann on the birth of twins
on Nove 10th. They are Cynthia Ellen and Char=-
les Mark. A new home was being remodeled at
1 2602 Thomas Dr. but delays meant that it was
i only about 2/3rds complete when the twins came
 home.

The Carl Burkles took their vacation and
visited in i{issouri and home state Iowa.

The Ashes took trips. Zlizabeth went to
| ITexico while Herbert went hunting.

Our congratulations to Hildegard Everett

]who secured her co-pilot®s liscense this past
! month.

We had a note from Kay Hancock in Bonn,
Germany which reported that she was learning
the language, and Don was buried under mounds
of manuscripts for a book.

The Carl ILeidens took a trip to New Orleans
in November, and liary is ready to go back.

We hear that M. I, “Pat' Patridge has been
in (Washington, D. C. but is now back home.

‘le had a phone call from the Barrows, and
they reported that they were all fine. "e
asked about Laurene lielchar and discovered
that she was doing well. Francis Barrow has
been doing a lot of traveling but none here.

We keep awaiting the construction of the
swimming pool at the Jack iiditchells and anti-
cipate that it will be ready for next spring.

The Winters from Florida (fancy that) vis-
ited daughter Pat Oakes and were in church
with us on the 12th.

tlord from her brother indicates that lrs.

! Bleanore (August) Schenck is now in a Church
; of Christ rest home in Houston.

The address

| is 3601 N. lMcGregor ilay, Houston, Tex. 77004

- From lMabel iicNeely.
Mrs. Helen ILee spent Thanksgiving weekend

iwith her daughter in New Orleans, La.

Dr. and lirs. lMathis Balckstock and family
spent the Thanksgiving holiday in Abbev1lle,

Miss Beulah Smith had friends for Thanks-
giving dinner. Her sister is visiting her for
ten days.

John and Mabel lclNeely had Bob and Frances
licNeely for Thanksgiving dinner.

VMrs. Erna Seeliger has returned from New
Delhi, India where she visited her daughter
and son-in-law for two months.

Mrs. Josephine Trenckmann had 13 of her fam-

i ily with her for Thanksgiving dinner featur-
i ing a 16 pound turkey with trimmings.

e hear that Bob and Frances lMcNeely plan
on a Florida trip for the Christmas holidays.

i Tt would be nice if they could visit the Tow-

ers in Ft. Lauderdale.
Eleanor Towery reports that she had a very

| enjoyable trip Cincinnati leaving on Nov. 6.

She particularly enjoyed the color on the trees
in Ark., and the frost on the ground early in
The only way to go, she reports.
She visited with her family and met John in
They

John had flown up to Chicago and then

to Columbus. He had attended the meeting of

i the Committee for Tcumenical Studies.



