3oieastown Il.3.
January 12th,
1981

Dear Ruby:-

It is nice to have your letter of Dec, JS1lst, and to know that
you and your fanily are hayry and well, and that you like your new hone
in California, 'hile it seems a long distance away from this neck of the
woods, distance and space is of 1little concern in theee days of air travel
raido and telivision, %aberal Heater is now on the air rizht now, and it
seems as if he was in the room with us rather then hundreds of miles in
thie diatance, But a lot that he tells is very hot air let loose to fill
the minds of we zullible people, which is one thing 1 do not like about
raido, There is to much rropaszanda and untruths, and soap connected with it,
We are able to get a 3reat many stations in U.5.A. as well as Canada, but
a lot we do not listen too, for one would go bug house trying to sift
the truth from the chaff, and the world is in a sorry understanding now
among all nations, and where it will e11 end is very urcertain,

We do not have telivision in Canada yet, but will in the larser
centers this year, Ve people here in Canada are scattered over a larce
country, In fact larger then U.S.A. and only thirteen million people, so
it will be some years no doubt before we will have telivision all over the
country,

ile are haveing a good snow storm today, and it looks as thoush it
may be quite a storm befor it is over, but we like it, and our country is
equiped for handling snow storms, and traffic is seldom held up for any
lenght of time, The snow had made travelinz a lot better then it was when
we were haveing rains and freezing weather and lats of ice on the hishways,
There were a few days around Christmas and llew Year that I did not take our
car out on the ice, as I do not like it,

I am glad to know that vou also knowleanard Yerxa, and have
visited he and his family several times, 1 knew of him for a long while,
and that is the reasopn we called a2t his home while on a trin down to
Boston in September, /e also called on our way home a month later, but did
not see Leanard as he was awgysome rlace, We did not stop long enouszh
either time to really zet aguvainted, but we found all well and happy on
both occasions, and was indeed zlad that we called even if for only a few
minutes, and hope we can do so asain,

You ask about Ben Sriffin beinz still alive, Yes he is, and very
much 80 rexardless of the fact that he is eishty seven vears old, Be and
my father were the only two out of the larzefanmily that stayed in New
Brunswick, and I have naturally knownUncle Ben ever since & was a small
boy, 3en has lived at Dumfreeze up the Saint John river about fourty miles
above fredericton, When he was a younz man he married a woman, and tozether
they carried on farming on guite a larse scale, and made considerable
money, untill his wife died some thirty years azo, After that Ben run wild
with drink and other woman&automobiles as linz ag his money lasted, They
never did have any children of their own, but brought un three or four,
and among them was some of the Yerxa's Illow he living on the old age
pension, and as happy as a lark, Ve visit him several times every summer,
and take him out on little ricnics when ever we have an opportunity, He is
a great sport and the life ofany vnarty he may be with, Fis home is about
seventy miles from where we liive,



e have not heard how he is this winter, as he is not much at writeing
letters, and 1 have written him several times since we were on the trip

to Pundy Park in September, but without any answer, but he must be well

or we would hear from some of his friends around his place, He is a man
who has lots of friends, as he is better to his friends then he is to him
self, Has been a 3reat worker all his life, and has a little home near

the lMoonlizht Inn's whieh is a tourist home or cabins, You must have pass-
ed right by his place on your visit to our prlace several years ago.,That

is if you entéered lew Brunswick by the way of Houlton llaine,

I did not zet this finished last night, as our son Preston ard his wife
came in for the evening, It is lovely here today with the snow storm all
cleared awg@y and sun shineing brightly on the new clean and very white s
sSnow, :

I think I mentioned in my last letter that Josie's husband had heen very
ill, but am glad to tell you now that he is able to be back at his work,
He and Josie are both XRay srecislists in the Rochester hospital in lew

Hampshire, He is a 1ot older then Josie and result, o children to worry
about, They are flying in company with another doctor and his wife down

lasua shortly for two weeks vacation, Will fly from Boston down to Miami
and take another plain there for their destination,They were down there

two years ago, but at that time went by ship from Uew York.

You and I have many family connections scattered around in many rlaces,
and 1 have not yet met many of them, I do not know anythine much about
Uncle Jim and his family, and think Uncle Ben is thelast of the older
generation, I have met many of them here and there while down in the
States from time to time, but not all by any means, and I cannot remember
meeting any of the Brewers, who live in New Jerspy, although we zet

cards from some of them eash Christmas, Have met Porest 3riffin many times
but never yet did learn just what branch of the family tree he belonsas
too, Right now he is not very well, as we had a letter shortly before
Christmas from Phoebe his wife tellins that they had moved to Hock Port
from Cambridge,=zs "orest had to zive up work on account of his heart,

It is interestingto learn about vour rabbits, and the number that are
used for food in California, lNo' There are not many eaten here in Canada,
except a few that are shot in the wild, e have plenty snowshoe rabbits
right around out home here, and many are cauzht alive and shipped down
to U.5.4. and turrned loose on reserves of zun clubs just for the sport
of shootinz them, lLast winter a truck come around every week =2athering
them un from the boys who cateh them in box travs, 3o far this season

no one is lookins for them, "reston's son, Billy causht quite a number,

1 think the boys only 7ot a dollar a pair for them alive,

1 have only one snap shot of Uncle Ben that 1 took while on the trip to
fundy Park, and am incloseinaz it alonz with two or three others, 4he snap
of Ben was taken at Princes Tark on 3rand lake which is in the center of
N.B. Vle stopped there three days on our way home from Pundy and camped

on the property of Villiam Scott who was an old friend of Bens, They were
both of the same aze, Eighty seven, Scott owned several hundred acres

of fine forest land and a lovely summer camp on the rroperty shown in

the snap shot, and this section was one of the most beautiful rine groves
1l have ever seey, _

?he one showinz the cabin is where we stayed while at Mundy Park, This is
in a npew llational Park that was officially opened last July, The two boys
are mpr arand sons, B8illy Sriffin on the left, and Billy lloss on the risht



While on a trip last June, Lizzie and I stonped in Parsboro lova Scotia

to See Jack Lezan, who is a cousin of yoursyou perhaps have never met,

he 1s a 2reat guy who has followed up the lumber business all his life,
But is now retired more or less, Jack and Annie, his wife are on the right
Then my boss next to Jack's daughter in law and two grand chiidren, lre
other snap shot is Jogie's home in ilew Hampshire, just out side of Dover
1t is rather where they live asg it is a rent, but very nice in side, !

This is quite a long drawn out sunmgyy of our clan, but I have enjoyed
trying in my simple way to tell you .some of the events that 0 to make up
our quiet life here in New Brunswick, and 1 dr not have to much else to
do now except wossin with our neixhbors, and play canasta when ever there

is an opportunity, ¢

drite when the spirit moves you to do §0, as we are always glad to hear
from friends and family, And with every zood wish for you ard yours
through all the aonths of this year, 1 anm,

Yours very sincerly

3. 4»%.;
Bill Griffin.





